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​​​Spring Joint Advisory Meeting

Advisory Committee Minutes 
Date: 3/25/2014
Instructor (s) present: Jason Asman, David Richey, Keith Zielke     

Advisory Members present: Boyd Pierce, Bruce Ranier, John Card, Andrew Crider, Byron Vender Weide, George Benson     
Administrators, Staff, Others Present:      
I. Meeting Called to Order By Keith Zielke     

A. Minutes reviewed and approved

II. Welcome and Introductions 
A. All members introduced themselves ;John Card, LyCon, Bruce Rainer, Corporate Aircraft, Byron Vender Weide, AMS, George Benson, Benson Aviation, Boyd Pierce, WestAir Industries 
III. Industry Trends
A. Labor Market
Bruce Rainer reports that Corporate is very busy, but business has been very erratic…feast or famine. Boyd Pierce states that since last meeting, business has become brisk and WestAir is looking at adding techs . AMS is busy, both in the turbine and recip side. George Benson mentioned that he’s keeping busy also. The conversation then went to the IAFTA facility in Bakersfield, which has closed up. Dave Richey and Boyd Pierce have been watching the sales of equipment. Bruce noted that the close down happened about the time Cessna bought out Beechcraft, indicating that Cessna most likely did not want to partner with IAFTA. Bruce gave a short summery of Cessna’s current market trends. Cessna is actively selling new aircraft, but mostly overseas, beings the American market is limited. Cessna has reduced their support of the “Legacy” aircraft (pre-start-up 1998). Many of the part manufacturing has been outsourced with only priority given to 1998 and newer 172, 182, 206 and 208 aircraft. Cessna has replaced it’s turbine market (425 & 441s) with the acquisition of Beechcraft  (KingAir line).  
B. New Trends in Industry

All members noted that a softening of the general aviation market is continuing, replaced by corporate and airline positions. 
C. Equipment and Software

The program just acquired 8 TurboMach APU engines to be used in the powerplant section of the course.
IV. Current or Potential Articulations (2+2)
A. Jason suggested after we add a ground school to the VROP program, VROP will be able to articulate Reedley Colleges 251 course. 
V. Combined Pathway Events
A. Field Trips and Guest Speakers
     
B. Job Shadowing/Internships

     
VI. Other

A. Several program related issues were discussed;
Jason gave a quick overview of the purchase of 8 running APU engines to be incorporated in the turbine class. The engines were funded from David Tikkanan’s budget. Jason asked for input on a good way to thank him for his efforts.
Jason talked a bit about the ground school course and how this is the first time we’ve taught it in many years. 

Dave mentioned the programs recruiting efforts, visiting all of the local high school shop classes. Boyd suggested we poll the new students in August to find out where they heard of the program.

Jason talked about broadening the scope of the VROP course, incorporating private pilot ground school. Keith and Jason talked about the difficulty of keeping the high school students interested. Hopefully the ground school will help.
John Card is still working on the donation of a Liberty fuselage, to be converted into a flight trainer. Jason also mentioned that the school had a flight simulator donated to the program and he was able to repair it, integrate it into a flight simulator program. 

David gave a budget overview, saying that funding has improved and budgets are becoming easier to fill.

VII. Adjournment time: 8:30 pm
VIII. Name of Person Taking/Preparing Minutes Keith Zielke
